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July 7,2004 

[m 016 

Chainman Michael Powell 
Federal CommuniCations Commission 
445 12th S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R E  W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: ' 

,The FCC should not impose ncw 
move to increase.rhe cost of these cards, you will simpky drive up the cost fa minority or 
disadvantaged individuals t6 stay in touch in thek commdties. 

The Latino community is particularly stnsitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
appmxjmately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of tbt households wia incomes 
belw $20,000 have used prapdd cards. Re-paid Caning cards  to so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

Witb gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income ccmsumezs hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In pdcular, many low-income 
households who #e on fixed incomes depesd Cmi.eb upon prepaid Secvjcc because- cannot 
meet the credit rating or hcfty deposit reqnhen ls  that local phom wmpnks insist upon befare 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, tons l~ l t t s  can make calls fiom payphoues or the idephones 
of h i l y  members and neighbors. We cin use these cads to stffv "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe h e r  daily appomlments that wb dl have. 

I simply find it h a g i n a b l e  that the PCC would impose new charges and fees on these d. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest bencfkiarim of ench 
chsrges. The FCC shouldstand up for consumer interestr m r  Coiporate gah by keeping 
affordable prepaid &ag cards a priori@. 

charges and fees prepaid calljng cards. Ifyou. 

, . 

ccs: CommissiwrerMichsclCogps 
Commissioner KBthlem Abenxsthy 
Commissiooer Kevin Martin . 
Commissioner J d a n  Adelstein 
Senatoc 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Feded  Communications Commission 
44s 12th S M  S.W. 
Washington, Jx: 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman PowelJ: 

The FCC should uot impose new access charges and fits upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in .their comauniti.tios. 

The ]Latino community is particuIarly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling 
approximately 43% of rcatino hbusehoIds use &em. lnded,  halfof.?be households with incomes 
below sZb,oOO have used prepaid cards. prepaid calling cards are so prevalent mpart becam 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and law hcame c0nsumg.s hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone d c t  costs as wdl. Tn particular, mmy Iow-iocome 
househoMs who axe on f3xd incomes depend &ly u p  prepaid seivioe because they caanot 
meet the credit rating or hefty depositrequirananrs tbst localpho~~~'cOmpanies SasSst upon befort 
g&g a phone, With prepaid cards, consumexs can make calls from mhcmes or the telephones 
of h i l y  members dne ighbm.  W e  cim usethese cards to stay "connect6d* as we look fw 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of tbe other daily appdintments that +e all have. 

I simply f i d  it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some ofthe nation's iargest tcltghone companies wwld be the largest be~SfIciarie~ of such 
charges. The FCC &odd stand up for commer i n t e ~ t s  met coiporpte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cotds a priori@. 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael PoweII 
Fedtd Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose n e  
move to increase the cost of h s e  cards, you will sipply drive up the cost fw minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communilies. 

charges and fets upon p q a i d  d i n g  cards. Iffyou 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
appmximately 43% of Iatino households use them. xdded, half of the hameholds with incomes 
below $20,000 have used preplid cards. Prepaid calling cards are 96 prevalent m part because 
they save consumers money. 

With p and milk prices already holding fixed and Iow m a n e  oollsumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone &ce costs as well. In particular, many low-hcomei 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upm prepaid savicehusetlq cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requinmtnts that local phone oomprmiss insist upon befbre 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make Cans h m  prryphones OT the tdephones 
of fhmily members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ''connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments tbst we dl have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fets on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telqhone companies would bo the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC shoukl stard up for c a ~ ~ ~ u m e r  mteresta over coiporate gain 
affordable prepaid caJljag cards a priority. 

keeping 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Capps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
commissioner Kcvh Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
SelUktOf 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

chairman Mchael Poxl5ll 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE. WC Docket No. 03-133 
I 

Dear Chaixman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upoa low-cost telecommdcations services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, fram looking for a job a; d3odabIe housing to stayidg in 
touch with faddy and &iemds. But p d b g  befbre the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charpi and fees upon services upon which we dcpend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and otha conmuners nationwide. 

. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ‘‘in-state“ access chiups and otk.fec8on 
certaia prepaid d l ing  card Services. Many ]Latinos, particularly those on f lxd income or those 
etablishing a d i t  h i m ,  bank accounts and othcrmtans necessaryto subscn’be to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling a d a  to stay CofMeCfcd at set af€ordable rates. 
Students, immigranb, senior citizenS, and athers face h i f a r  challenges. 

As a result, prepdd calling cards are tht only option available - without tbtm, many consum- 
could, quite litcsally, be left without access to telqhone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will dircctty harm individuals who can least afford pri+ inort4scs. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in tJm cost ofprepaid calls, 
destroying the uUty o f d i n g  cmds to disadvantaged mnsumcrs. A h h g ? h e  large, local 
tcleplrodt companies to collect such cbargts, even i v?m they do not sell the dUng card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus makiag these .sQviaa su-y less affordable. P11sase 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new BCCBSS charges and fesa . .  on prepaid calling card 
services. 

c&: commissioner Michael c o p  . U 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 

senatw 
C o n g r t s s p n  swa”- 
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July 7,2004 

C&m Michael PoweIl 

445 12Ii.l m S.W. 
Federal Conunlmications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  JhCkdNO. 03-133 

D m  Chairman Powelk 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon loy-wst tc~ecommunicaticms seaviceg to 
accomplish many every day task, &om looking for a job or affbrdable housing to staying m 
touch witfi h i l y  and fritads. But pending befbre the FCC is a propad that would intFoduce 
new charges and fees upon Services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions'of 
Latinos and &GT consumers donwide .  

. 

I t m k s t a d  that the FCC is cmidering applying "in-state" access cbarges and other fces on 
certain prepaid u l h g  card services. Marry LatEoos, particularly tbose w l[ixed incarxlos or those 
establishing a credit history, bank amunts md other meaw ne~tssary to s u b m i  to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards b stay conaeoted at set affiidable ram. 
Students, immigrants, Senior  citizen^, and others fact similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available -without them, many c-rs 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calliig cards will d d y  hann individuals who can least afford prim inaeascs. 

Imposing in-state charges would mount to B substantial inuw.se in the cost of prepaid caIIs, 
destroying the utility ofcaIIing cards to disadvantaged cohmrarers. A U h g  the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even d m  they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for CoIIsumtrs and rewe to impose new access charges and fws on prepaid calling card 
services. 

\ Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows / 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Cornmissionex Kevin JMartin 
CommiSSioncr Jonalhan AdclstEm 

Senatat 
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July 7,2004 

chairman Michael PoweIt 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th stseet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely "pon low-cost telecommUnications servioes to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from lmking for e job or afbdable housing to stayin8 in 
touch with fw and fiieds. But peuding b e k  the FCC is a pmpossl that would inmduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming minions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I undersarnd that the FCC is considering applying %Matern access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid call@ card smrices. Many Latinos, parthu&rly thosecm h e d  incOmts orthose 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and 0 t h ~  means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others fhce M i  challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards me the o d y  option available - witbout them, many co~~s~lp lecs 
could, quite litewlly, be lefi without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals d o  caa least a f f o r d  price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial i n m  in the cost ofpropaid ds, 
demoying rbe utiiiy of callmg cards to dkadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone -est0 wffed such chargts, even whcnthcy do not sell the calling card to a 
cusfomer, wuld Mve up price; thus rnalring these sewices substantially less m€bdable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose ncw access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
senrices. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Capps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abeanathy 
Commissioner Kevin Mattin 
Codssionca Jo& A+dstein . 

Senator 
Cangresspemo 

*- 
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July 7,2004 

Ch&m Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission ’ 

445 12th sseet, S.W. 
Washhgto~, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powelk 

Latino and other &ority communities rely upon l0w-00sttelecomabUaiCatians sewices to 
accomplish many every day tasks, h m  looking far a job or aflbrdable housing to staying in 
touch with family and fkknds. But peuding W r e  the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, humdate harming milliOas of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I udmtmd that the FCC is considering appIying ‘‘mn access chargts and other fees on 
certain prepaid d i n g  cafd stfirice$. Many hhos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a d i t  history, bank accounts aud orher means necessq to srbcribe to local 
telephone senice, rely upon tbese prepaid cllling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, irnmigants, Senior c b m ,  and othm f a ~ e  similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option avsulable - without them, many co&ers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. hiskg the price of m a i d  
calling cards will dm harm individuals wbo can least affard price iocrtases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial inereasdm the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of Catling cards to disadvaumged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone oompanies to contct such charges, even whea they do not sell the calling card to a 
cust.omm, would drive up prim; thus making these saxvices dstmfiaIly  less aff61.dable. Please 
look out for consumers and rtfust to impose new access charges and ftes 011 prepaid calling card 
ServiceS. mL@ - 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abematby 
Commissioner Kevin Mytin 
Commissioner J O M ~ ~ I U I  PdelStein I 

SCIUtOT 
senator 
-gressparson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powcill 
Federal Communicatians Commission 
445 12th h G  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear r2hahan Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost t e l ~ & d d o n s  se#ices to 
accomplish nxmy evey day tasks, fkom looking for a job or a f f i i l t  housing to staying in 
t o d  with W y  and Hends. But pending bcfm tbc FCC is a proposal that would hrhduce 
new charges aud fees upon Stivicts upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latima and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is cansidering applying %-state" access charges and other fess on 
certain prepbid c8uing card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on t b d  inoomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other mcans necessary to subscrib to focal 
telephone Service, nly upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connecW at set af5ordable rales. 
Students, immigrants, seaior citizens, and others fbce similar challengas. 

As a rcsalt, prepaid CslIiDg W s  are the only option available- without than, many cmoumm 
could, quite literally, be left withom access to ttlephm~ service. Raising the price of prepaid 
di cards will directIy harm individuals who can least affard price incnases. . 

Imposing in-state charges W d  amount to a substantial innarse'in the cost of prepaid a&, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged coils\rmas. Allowing the Iar$e, local 
telephone companies to collect snch chargeg, e v ~ w i m t h e y d o  not sell tbe osniag card to a 
cwiomer, would drive up pr;ceS; thus making these services substantially less a&nrtabla P b s e  
look out for cmsumm and &e to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen' Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 

S W  
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th stre& S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and miIitary 
families rely upon CaJJhg card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s sppomtmeat, or 
stay in touch with family and fiiends. Tbesse cards offer convenience and predictable co* as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged mas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of  these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to cous~mer groups because they are an af€ordabIc altematht to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access charges 
and ather fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burdm would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least a o r d  to 
bear it, 

Adding access chnrges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially bcm5ase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities g& 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American cowamem and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and otber fees, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Cammissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan AdeIsteh 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Poweil, 

I m writing to ask that the FCC not impose new --idden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. . 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a vatiety of n d .  Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone ' 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected - to make phone caIls to lddk fbr a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, BS 

there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cwds are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the PCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least d h d  to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latin0 and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on Ammban conmuners and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other k s .  

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps . 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelsteh 
Senaior 
Senator 
Congressp erson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

E; WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
fmilies rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit fw local telephone 
service- For these consumers, a prepaid card may be tbe only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, makc a doctor's apppobfment, or 
stay in touch witb family and friends. These cards OB convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. hpaid  calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to reg~lar and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid d. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the bwden would fall squarely upon those cdmumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increise $e per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other commbities gah 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates 011 American consumers a d  decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access chargq and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Ccmgessperson 
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July- 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell, 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fm on prepaid calling card 
serujces. . 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants , college students and military 
families rely upon calling w d  services for a variety o f  needs. Many of tbese consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, of the means to pay a Iarge deposit for local telephone 
service- For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affbrdable housing, make a docbr’s appointmw or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These c a d s  offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are DO hidden fees or charges- In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards incxease. Prepaid calling cards arc 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are iin affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precise1y what the FCC +I do if it inflicts new %-state” access charges 
and otfier fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would 
companies while the burden would fall squarely up00 those consumers that & least afford to 
beax it 

directly to large local telephone 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies wiH substautially incnqse the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and otber cbmmunjties gain 
h m  these services. Bleast stop any effort to raise rates on American GOIISUIIXCTS and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. n n 

Commissioner Michael Copps - 7 , Commissioner I(athleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael PowelI 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply driie up the cost for minor@ or , 

disadvantaged individuals to stay h touch in their communities., 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prkpaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino househoIds use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are sb prmleat in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service uxts as well. In particular, many low-inoome 
households who are on f'ixed jncomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the cxedit rating or hefly deposit reQuiraments that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, w m e r s  can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedde many of the other d a r i  appointments that we all bave. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and &es on these car&. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest benefuaries of such 
c h p s .  The FCC shodd stand up for u)nsnmer intercats oyer eoFporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen A b e r n e  
Commissioner Kevin Martia 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
senator 
Senatop 
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July 7,2004 

Chainnan Michael Powell 
Federal Comrnunications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
44s 12th street, sew. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid'calling card 
ServjCeS. 

Minorities, low-income fbilics,  senior citizens, immigrants, college students and militmy 
families rely upon calling card services for a vaaiety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone. 
service. For these ccmsumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look fw a job, for affordable housmg, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards o a r  convenience and predictable cast, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges,. In economically disadvantaged amas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer p u p s  because they are an af€iidable altanMive to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state* access charges 
and other fkes on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall? squareIy upon those cofxsumers that can least afford to 
bearit. 

Adding access charges to be paid to locaJ telephone companies will substantially increase *e per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing tbe bentfirs Latbo and other communities gain 
horn these services. Plcasc stop any effort to raise mtcs on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and ather fees, 

Sincerely, 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martirn 
Commiss;ontr Jonathan Adelstein 
Sen- 
Senator 
Congressperson 



@I 005 07/15/2004 15:15 FAX 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE; W C  DockaNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
seruices. 

Minodies, low-income familics, senior citizens, imrnigraots,'callege students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do.not 
have a credit histoy, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone ' 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for afl'ordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, OT 

stay in touch witb f d l y  and friends. These catds offer convenience and pmdictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged meas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensabZe to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone servim. 

. 

. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burdm would fall squarely upon those consumen that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantiaIly increase the pw 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
ftom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American collsumers and dtcidc that 
these services are not subject ta the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

n 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen A h a t b y  
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Fed~ml Communications Commission 

Washington, RC 20554 
445 12th stre* S.W. 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I: am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income familia, senior citizRns, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety ofnccds. Many af!hese c~llsumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the m a u s  io pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these Consumers, a prepaid card may be the only opf-on they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, fof affordable bowing, makc a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiiends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of tbsse cards increase. Pmpdd calling cards we 
indispensable to consumet,groups because &cy are an affidable s h t i v e  to re@q and 
wireless telepbone s w i m .  

But such price h i k e  are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would h e 1  directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least aEord to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially hcreiise the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefhs ];atin0 and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subjecfl the exorbitant new acccss charges and other fw. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th sueet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impost new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling 'card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income fsmilies, senior citizens, immigrants, college students aud military. 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
bave a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit fbr local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phonc calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctar's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged ~ f t ~ s ,  consumers literally 
risk being disconnected Sthe prices of these cards i n m e .  Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they ate an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are prezisely what the FCC Will do if it inflicts new "Jn-slate" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would f u ~ e l  directly to Iarge local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least 8ff"rd to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latho and other communities gain 
&om these services. Plcasc stop any effort to raise rates on Amcticau consumers and decide tbat 
these servjces are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cops  
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



07/15/2004 15:15 FAX @I 008 

JuIy 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th streeq S.W. 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizws, immigrants, college students and military. 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these. consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected - to makc phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family aqd fiends. These cards offtr convenience and predictable cost, aa 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economicalIy disadvantaged areas, cannuners literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid callkg cards am 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone swim. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC wiIl do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. 73s fees would funnel direcay to large local telephone 
companies while the burdem would fkll squarcly upon those consumers that am least a€Ford to 
bearit" 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on Amedcan 06nsumers and decide that 
these senices are not subject to the exorbitant new access c h g e s  and other fees. 

ccs: commissioner MichaeJ Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen A h ~ t h y  
Commissioner Kwin Martin 
Commissioner Jonatban Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income f m i e s ,  senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely u p  calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do nut 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay B large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These CBidS offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged amas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of thcsc cards inorease. Prwd ~allhg wds are 
indispensable to cdnsumer groups because they m EUS afx‘ardable altcmaav etaregularand 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are PJCciSdy what lhc FCC MI1 do if it inflicts new “h-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would &me1 directly to large local telephone 
compades while the burden would fall squarely upon those consmm that can least afford to 
bear it. 

e companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on 
from thcsc semi 
these services are new access charges and other fees, 

Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th s m  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No- 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income fkmilics, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military. . 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the m e a s  to pay a large deposit for local telephone ' 
service. For these consimers, a prepaid card may be &e only option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look fbr a job, far affordable housing, make a doctor's appob~ent, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These d s  offer convenience and predictable cast, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged amm, consumers litwdly 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone serV1ws. 

. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new uh-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would fimnel dire* to laxp local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear i t  

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase +e per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and ather mmmunides gain 
from these services. Please stop my effort to raise xaks on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps , 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelmin 

' Senator 
Senatox 
Congresspmon 

, 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

13E: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

'I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid callhg card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizzns, immigrants, college students and militmy 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone ' 
s e d = .  For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calk to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fr-iends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged mas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase, Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to c o n m e t  groups because they are an affmdabb alternative to regular and ' 
wireless telephone services. 

' 

But such price hikes are precisely what the. FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The  fees would funnel directly to large Iocal telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that  car^ least &ord to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially i n o d e  the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the b e a f i  Mino and other communities gain 
fmm these services. Please stop any effoft to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and othcr fccs. 

sincerely, 

ccs; Cammissjoner Michael Cops , .  

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
S e n e  
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powel! 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Mauy of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the mea& to pay a large deposit for local telephone ' 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have LO stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable bowing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards hcrease. Prepaid callhg c d s  are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an aff'dable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes arc precisely what thc FCC will do if it inflicts new 'Lin-stslte'' access cherges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would h e 1  directly to large local telephonc 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it, 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the bendits Latino and other cammrmities gain 
from these. services. Please stop any effbrt ta raik rates on American consllmers and decide that 
these senices are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 
/ 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congress person 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card sewices for a variety of needs. hhuy oftbcse consumers do not 
have a credit historys bank accounts, or the rnws to pay a large d-it for local telephone ‘ 
sewice. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look fot a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable 00% as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid d i n g  cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affotdable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

, 
’ 

. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. ”be fees would funnel directly to l&ge local telephone 
companies while the burdcn would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access c&trges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially hc-e the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latbo and other communities gain 
fiom these services. PSease stop any effort to raise rates on American consllltlers and decide tbat 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Coamissionw Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell, 
Federal Cornmunications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges aad fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, smior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
' 

families rely upon calling card services for a vm-ety of needs.' Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone ' 
service.. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the o d y  option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable bowing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with femilr and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges: In economically disadvantaged artas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnecled if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because hey are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "iu-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fws would h e 1  directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those mnsumers tbat can least afford to 
bearit. 

. 

I 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially incrwe the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the bentfits Latino and other communides gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on Americau cgnsuxnefs and decide that 
these services are not subjwt to the exorbitant new access charges and atber fees. 

ccs: 'Commissioner Michael Copps' 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Mertin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senatar 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commissiob 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income =lies, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
fmjlies rely upon calling card services for a variety ofneeds. Mrrny of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiends. These cards oEer convenienoe and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. F’repaid d l h g  cards are 
indispensable to commw groups because they me an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-sfate” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burdtn would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other camunities gain 
fiom these sewices. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees, 

Sincerely, 
4 

sc 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Capps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Maatin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 


